Protect

Public access to natural areas and conservation
zones can be managed through modern trail
design. Awell designed trail network will provide
recreation opportunities for a wide range of
trail user groups and protect the ecosystems
from the potential impacts of public access.

On the ground level, the trail- tread needs to
shed surface water run off and be resilient to
trail use in a range of climatic conditions. So to
build a sustainable trail network, it is sometimes
the case that extensive earthworks are required
to ensure that the trail tread is suitable for the
intended trail user and that it will be long lasting
without costly maintenance programs.

Drainage features, hardened surfaces and
culverts may be required. The trail construction
process should be carefully managed to ensure
that sediments do not enter water ways and
pest plants do not proliferate as a result of that
initial disturbance.
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Horse riders learning about water quality
testing.

Inspect

Monitoring water quality in the nearby creeks
will give you a clear idea of the impact of the
trails adjacent to water ways. These surveys can
be continued for a minimum of twelve months
to get an indication of the changes in water
quality between the seasons.

It is also important to keep track of trail user
numbers and note how they impact on the
trail tread surface and the water quality in
neighbouring creeks.

Information on how community volunteers can
help with water quality monitoring can be found
on www.waterwatch.org.au
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The production of this information has
been sponsored through ‘the Australian
Government’s Community Water Grants’.

For more information visit
www.communitywatergrants.org.au
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